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Currents of Conversion and Cognition
The following excerpt presents some of the theoretical 
context of Progress In Action. This essay constituted 

my own project Progress in Action

Odinadtsatyi -

-

-

-

-

-

-



The Eleventh Year

‘the electric narcotic of the movie theatres’,[123] -
-

-

to mobilise or activate the social domain.

-

-

The sequence of the falling water seems detached from that of the proceeding section 

across the surface of a single element 

because it is so 
focused 

-
-





suggestive of electrical currents. 

two-  fold. It occurs in the events recorded by the camera and in the montage structuring of these events, which brings 

-
sciousness of social relations— literally the relations of production

energy are directly linked to the subsequent social actions and events. This interlinked series of events builds a larger 

The themes of energy, electricity and social change are also interwoven with the events that are the focus of Progress 

-

from mainland PNG.This crisis in many ways was ignited by the initial action of Francis Ona, who would become the 
secessionist rebel leader of the BRA. In an act of sabotage towards the Panguna mine, Ona dynamited the electricity 



-

BRA in their struggle against the mainland PNG government.

 

-

Year is the use of montage as a way to fuse isolated actions and events into an assemblage, which in turn allows for 
transformation in diverse and normally disconnected situations.

-

-
holders in the Bougainville story.

-

forces of energy.

As Mackay acknowledges, -

also in the very act of editing one scene against another.





-

-

the catalyst.

-

installation.

-

-



‘a visual journey through the production and re-

coal into steam. 

‘to 

-

-

Currents of Conversion and Cognition

-

-
‘the 

-
tion. Here, movement, energy and thought react like the ignition charge of an electric current.

-



-

Superimposed Ideologies

‘monistic view of 

-

contribute to a greater cycle. 

an experiment in historical 

discovered at the site of the industrial enterprise.

-



scendental materialism at the Vladimir Mikhailovich Bekhterev Psychoneurological Institute in Petrograd between 1914 

-

-

-

-
aganda footage, Progress in Action could be viewed as a vehicle for disseminating a successful resistance, an eco 

-

 

-



-

and division.

Postscript

Writings

hellish idea consisted of using the new toy to entertain the masses, or rather to 

-

-

-

123.

-

-

Movement Image, 81.
-

-



west and taking into account available information on work and artists at home 

-

-

Dziga Vertov, 97.

-

-

-

-

 
 











Interview with Nicholas Mangan

Ancient Lights.

“As Paul Valery pointed out, the Sun is a “Brilliant 

error”, I should also like to add that the camera 

records the results of that error.” Robert Smithson. 

- Pointless Vanishing Points 1967

-
ning coin is literally currency. There is this constant shift-

-
gencies in   that.

-
day I was there. But then I realised that everything that I 

 
coin.

is doing is negating heat death, which is inevitable in a 

that energy cannot be created or destroyed, but in the 

-

-

on the sun humans synchronise with that, causing certain 

in economy. There is a theory that increased solar radi-



second law energy can become unavailable and therefore 

those two laws.

-
erned the cycles of the Aztec  calendar.

trying to think about how this related to a very contem-

has to be a loss. At the moment we have the batteries full 

then once that has been distributed over the surface of 
-

modern world because it meant they were able to under-
stand how to make the most use out of work and force. 

-

of the fact that we need to change the way that we use  

A while ago, I asked myself, does the world weigh more 
or less after all the things that have been made were 
made and all the things that have been destroyed were 

-

 

idea is still located in that logic of understanding chrono-

burns out. If this match already burned out and then it 
came   alight again and returned to being a match we 

energy goes from hot bodies to cold bodies.

moving image for this work because it was dealing with 
energy and light. I am really

cinema but I want to make that kind of enquiry now, with 
the technology available now.

-

that it somehow records

also fascinated me is the idea that those trees are also a 

rings to a vinyl record, which gives this feeling of being 

dendrochronology lab do. Dendrochronology is the study 
-

late them with historical events because they record time. 
When making this work I was also thinking about the 



interested in these micro events as well.

used to try and identify the 11-year solar cycle. It was like 

came about because A. E. Douglass was really obsessed 

about whether he actually found any evidence or not, but 
-

stored in that wood.

ways of looking at the sun, through these records and 
material traces. Looking at the sun is the one thing we 

same time, the only way that we can see at all.

-

blemish and movement.

knock out entire electricity grids  and  telecommunica-
tions systems.

-

behaviour.

migration, and war. He believed that solar radiation was 

-
ods of economic recession and decline.

-

-
ing this energy from the sun, turning light into energy, and 
then turning that energy back into light again through the 

-



-

-

-
sentially without asking. Eventually the islanders got fed 

mainland, in cahoots with Rio Tinto, forced them into 

to the island, so they started using coconuts as a form 
of energy. I was interested in the idea of human agency 

a kind of social transformation. I used 100% coconut to 

the very material at the centre of this social situation was 
what enabled the moving images.
 

-

in a very logical way,  I came to thinking about the sun. 

this idea of systems of balance and equilibrium between 
certain forces... like the idea that solar energy is free but 
to make the batteries you need to mine certain materials, 
and so on. I sometimes wonder if there will always be this 

-

-
ture rise.

natural sunlight coming through your window for more 
than 20 years no one is allowed to construct a building 

the  day.

-
ister of Australia, Tony Abbott, said that coal was good 
for humanity last  year.

London. But the fact is that you can do it.







(Ancient lights) 2015 

A pulse subject to variation. 

Spots 
Black spots 
Blemishes  -  blotches  -  blots 
Cinder or dross 
Solar (abscess) boil 

Convection current, electrical current - currency 

Turns 
Eternal returns 

A price was to be paid. 
!ey traded with the Sun 

For - Eternal returns - Diminishing returns 

Losses –
Gains and losses 

Chlorophyll 

Crops -  yields – stocks – 
 Synthesis - Photosynthesis 

Maunders minimum - Frozen assets 
Financial - climate 

……….

Sun baked - Fossils - Fuel
(It) Burns
Black blooded oil
It lubricates motion – Petroleum 
…………
the eye  - of day  – 
Copernican revolution 
visions (of excess) - Optics - Nerve 
it gets in - cerebral cortex 

"eshy matter swelter – 
….

It gets in – Here - in these rings 
– in traces - the sun soaked in 

Solar maximum 
coronal mass – 
ejection 
vomits plasma - ions 
Radiant induction - current.

Correlations – Revolutions – insurrections- 
succession 

laws

thermal laws 

heat death – 
endless turns -  Falling turns

 
Burning the daylight
!e stolen sun 
Is feeds the grid 
Kilowatt hours – 
 a price must be paid. 


